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The Partners for Resilience is an alliance of five Netherlands-based humanitarian, development and environmental 
organizations, and our local and national partners. We are an alliance of varied expertise: disaster risk reduction, 
climate change adaptation and ecosystem management and restoration. We strive to combine our individual 
expertise to bring lasting improvement in the lives of the most vulnerable in society ς these include communities 
who are at high risk of being affected by natural hazards, as well as those who live in conflict areas. 

 
Our vision 
is to empower vulnerable communities and other local advocates to strengthen the resilience and livelihoods of 
many vulnerable communities, connecting this to government and private sector priorities and investments, and to 
support economic growth that is inclusive and sustainable. 
 
We support communities in strengthening their resilience towards these risks:  
Á natural and human induced hazards  
Á the adverse impacts of climate change  
Á damaged or over-used ecosystems 

 
We strive to combine our respective strengths to reduce these risks through integrating Disaster Risk Reduction 
(DRR), Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) and Environmental Management and Restoration (EMR) interventions. This 
combination of different disciplines enables an innovative approach: disaster risk reduction is applied in a way that 
not only looks at current and immediate risks, but also future risks to which climate change is a defining factor. 
Furthermore, at a geographical scale, this approach looks beyond the community and instead, applies a landscape 
view, looking at the role of ecosystems, not only related to disaster risk, but also for livelihood benefits. Thus, we call 
this approach of integrating DRR, CCA and EMR - Integrated Risk Management (IRM). 
 
IRM integrates the urgent attention needed to tackle changing risks due to changes in hazards, exposure and 
vulnerability, and the critical role which ecosystem degradation plays, locally and in the wider landscape in impacting 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ŎƻǇƛƴƎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōƻǳƴŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǎǘǊƛƪŜΦ These ecosystem functions and services are 
impacted by developments at local, regional, national and even supra-national levels. Developments come in many 
forms; community behaviour, larger scale economic development, climatic processes and events. Scientific and 
traditional knowledge of changing risk patterns on short, medium and long timescales can also enhance decision-
making and financing in both humanitarian and development programming.   
 

What are the benefits of Integrated Risk Management? 
Informed planning from national to local government levels which in turn leads to: 
Á reduced loss of life and assets during a natural or human induced disaster 
Á restored, improved and diversified livelihoods of vulnerable communities  
Á responsible investment and sustainable development 

Á healthier environments to sustain improved lives and economies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: Community coastal enforcement team in Nglos and Baras work on a protection plan for fishery and marine habitats; Right: Pagnamitan 

children water vegetables in school garden (Photo: Cordaid) 
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Our history 
In 2010, the Netherlands Red Cross, CARE Nederland, Cordaid, Wetlands International, and the Red Cross Red 
Crescent Climate Centre, formed a global alliance to reduce the impact of hazards on vulnerable communities. We 
named the global alliance, the Partners for Resilience (PfR) and since 2011, have received funding support from the 
bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ нлмм ŀƴŘ нлмрΣ tŦw ǎǳǇǇƻǊted communities in nine 
lower and lower-middle income countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Uganda, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Indonesia, the 
Philippines and India.  
 
The five organizations cooperated in a partnership to manage the issues on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), Climate 
Change Adaptation (CCA) and Ecosystem Management and Restoration (EMR), in an integrated manner. This in turn 
was aimed at achieving these objectives: strengthening community resilience, and increasing community capacity 
and policy dialogue at all levels. Through work on ecosystem and climate-based risk reduction, PfR reached more 
than half a million people in the nine countries.  
 
In the Philippines, successes of the PfR 2011-2015 programme include the following:  
Á conducting the reforestation of the La Mesa watershed upstream of the Malabon-Navotas-Tullahan-

Tinajeros (MANATUTI) River Basin in the National Capital Region, combined with effective solid waste 
management downstream, which led to benefits of protecting a water source for communities, augmenting 
livelihoods, and reducing the risk of flooding faced by communities living downstream. 

Á working with five city Local Government Units along the MANATUTI River Basin in the National Capital 
Region to collectively address the problem of flooding faced by communities. 

Á conducting livelihoods diversification projects in locations such as Typhoon Haiyan-affected areas and 
Valenzuela city in Metro Manila to tackle food insecurity and to strengthen livelihood resilience. 

Á integrating ecosystem management and restoration in a cash-for-work post flood emergency programme, 
thus contributing towards disaster prevention. 

Á collaborating with the private sector to harmonise a basin-wide flood early warning system in Manila and 
enhance community and workplace preparedness. 

Á developing a manual of tools for use when conducting participatory risk assessments in communities.  
Á using innovative approaches to build awareness and understanding on DRR, CCA and EMR through the use 

of checklists or minimum standards for climate smart and ecosystem-based DRR programming and through 
the use of serious games. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: mangrove seedlings; Right:  five years later (Photo: CARE) 


